Tuesday, January 9, 2024

Scripture focus:
Matt 4:18-20
18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called
Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19
And he said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately
they left their nets and followed him.

John 15:16-17

16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. 17 These things | command you, so that you will love one
another.

Reflection:
How has your following of Jesus made you a “fisher of men”? What do you
need to be more experienced in bringing people to Jesus?

Other Scripture on making disciples:
Matthew 23:1-7, 14-16, 23-25
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But
do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy,
cumbersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are
not willing to lift a finger to move them.
5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and
the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at banquets and the
most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the
marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others.
15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land
and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice
as much a child of hell as you are.
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin,
and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.
These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides,
straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!

Prayer:
Lord, You are the King of kings, and Lord of lords. Forgive me when | have called
You, Lord, and have not done what You said. Help me to abide in You and to
follow You. For Your name’s sake, deliver me from hypocrisy and pride.



Application:
Take time to pause during the day and pray to check how closely you are
following Jesus.

Intercessory focus: Ministry teams
Galatians 6:9-10

9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not
give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially
to those who are of the household of faith.

Take time to pray for ministry teams that they do not grow weary.



